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To practice the present invention, sugar-coated 
tablets finished according to a conventional method are 
placed in a coating pan and surface-treated by rotating the 
coating pan while spraying or drizzling polyethylene glycol 
in a solution or solid state, the sugar-coated tablets are 
printed, and the printed sugar-coated tablets are placed in 
a coating pan and polished with a powder polishing agent. 

The polyethylene glycol to be used in the present 
invention is not particularly limited as long as it is a 
mixture of polycondensed forms of ethylene oxide and water, 
which are represented by the formula HOCH 2 (CH 2 OCH 2 ) L CH 2 OH 
and, for example, polyethylene glycols whose mixture is in 
a solid state at 30°C, such as polyethylene glycol 1,500, 
which is a mixture of equal parts of polycondensed forms 
having degrees of polymerization of 5-6 and 28-36 and 
represented by the above-mentioned formula, polyethylene 
glycol 4,000 which is a mixture of those having degrees of 
polymerization of 59-84, polyethylene glycol 6,000 which is 
a mixture of those having degrees of polymerization of 165- 
210 and the like, are used alone or in a mixture of two or 
more kinds thereof. These polyethylene glycols may be 
dissolved (with heating as necessary) or dispersed in 
organic solvents such as alcohols, ketones, halogenated 
alkyls and the like, which are used alone or in a mixture 
of two or more kinds thereof, or used as a solid. 
Preferably, they are dissolved in organic solvents 
exemplified by alcohols such as methanol, ethanol, 
isopropanol and the like or ketones such as acetone, 
methylethylketone, diethylketone and the like or 
halogenated alkyls such as chloroform, carbon 
tetrachloride, methylene chloride and the like, which are 
used alone or in a mixture of two or more kinds thereof, 
since the surface treatment can be conducted uniformly in a 



short time, which is convenient for practicing the present 
invention. 

The amount of polyethylene glycol to be used in the 
present invention is not particularly limited as long as it 
can afford a uniform surface treatment by spraying or 
drizzling the above-mentioned polyethylene glycol in the 
form of a solution, a dispersion or a solid, on sugar- 
coated tablets before polishing for 0.5-60 min, preferably 
1-30 min, while rotating the pan. A suitable amount for 
practicing the present invention is within the range of 
1/500 - 1/1,000,000, preferably 1/1,000 - 2/1,000,000, 
relative to the weight of the sugar-coated tablet. 
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